
 

 
 

 
Questions to Help Develop Significant Learning Outcomes 

 
Foundational 
Knowledge 

• What key information (e.g., facts, terms, formulas, concepts, principles, 
relationships, etc.) is/are important for students to understand and remember 
in the future? 

• What key ideas or perspectives are important for students to understand? 
• What are the essential understandings for your discipline?   
• What are the threshold concepts in your field that, once understood, will 

transform the way students think about/approach your subject matter? 
 

Application • What do you hope students will be able to do with what they learn? (i.e., 
manage complex projects, work effectively in teams, negotiate an agreement) 

• What thinking processes are important for students to develop? Expert “ways 
of thinking” in your discipline, as well as general ways of thinking, such as: 
- Critical thinking, in which students analyze and evaluate? 
- Creative thinking, in which students imagine and create? 
- Practical thinking, in which student solve problems and make decisions? 

• What important skills do students need to gain to be successful in this course? 
To be successful in their future careers? 

 
Integration • What connections (similarities and interactions) should students recognize and 

make … 
- Among ideas within this course? 
- Among the ideas in this course and those in other courses? 
- Among material in this course and the students’ own personal, social, 

cultural, and/or work life? 
 

Human 
Dimension 

• What should students learn about themselves? Their identity, strengths, 
tendencies, positionality, etc. 

• What should students learn about others and understanding others?  
• What should students learn about interacting with others? 

 
Caring • What changes, values, or interests do you hope students will adopt?   

• What do you hope students will care more deeply about?  
• How can students connect course material to their own lives? 

 
Learning How to 

Learn 
• What learning strategies do they need to develop to be a successful learner in 

your course? In your discipline/program? In their future lives? 
• What should learners learn about learning, about engaging in inquiry, and 

becoming self-directed in their learning?  
 

 
Based on Dee Fink’s Taxonomy of Significant Learning. Visit: https://intentionalcollegeteaching.org/fink  
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